
 

 
Announcement 

 

American College of Zoological Medicine Exam Preparation and Study Course 
(In Person AND Virtual) 

 
In conjunction with: 

2023 ExoticsCon Conference 
Boston, MA USA 

 
The American College of Zoological Medicine’s Education Committee is sponsoring an exam preparation 

and study course in conjunction with the ExoticsCon conference. The ACZM Exam Preparation and Study 
Course will be held the Sunday before the ExoticsCon conference: Sunday, August 20 (8am – 5pm) 

 
 
What information will be discussed?   
A brief introduction to the history and mission of the ACZM, the credentialing process, and an overview of 
the exam itself will be discussed.  Time allowing, study and test-taking strategies will also be reviewed. A 
special focus will be given to any new changes to the ACZM exam, including grading and structure. 
Anyone with any interest in becoming board eligible or taking the ACZM examination would be expected to 
benefit from this section, especially those not familiar with college and the board examination.   
 
Several review topics will be presented, allowing for discussion time with ACZM-board certified diplomats. 
All lectures will be focused in-depth reviews of a topic pertinent to zoological medicine, including the most 
up-to-date published information within the last five years (see schedule below).  Lunch will be provided in 
addition to coffee breaks, to allow opportunity for networking and sharing experiences/personal study 
strategies.  Following the lectures, examples of mock multiple-choice, essay, and slide exam questions 
will be given and discussed. The following morning, additional in-depth topics will be presented, with 
discussion time.  At the end of the first day, there will be a gathering of the newly formed ACZM 
mentor-mentee committee for course participants to help facilitate mentorship in the realm of boards 
preparation.  
 

A draft schedule can be found at the end of this announcement. 
  
Who should take this course? 
Anyone interested in learning more about the American College of Zoological Medicine, those that are 
interested in seeking Diplomate status, are in the process of preparing for examination, or any individual who 
is interested in and can benefit from in-depth, up-to-date, literature-based review lectures on zoological 
medicine.  The exam preparation and study course is administered and instructed by ACZM Diplomates and 
other specialists.  
 
Will this help me prepare for ACZM boards? 
YES! The course has been designed by recent ACZM graduates, several of which are currently on the 
ACZM examination committee.  Every effort has been made to ensure all information presented is both 
accurate and boards-relevant material.  In addition, this course provides an excellent opportunity to network 
with colleagues and develop study groups for the exam.  
 



Will this be offered virtually as well as in person? 
YES! If you are not able to attend live, you can attend virtually live or watch the recordings later. Continuing 
education credits are only available to those who attend live in person or virtually.  
 
What is the cost?   
The cost of this course is $200/person for early registration (until August 1st) and $250/person for late 
registration.  The cost is the same whether you attend virtually or in person.  
 
 
The link for the registration: 
https://www.aczm.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=366916&item_id=1990464 
 
 
The cost includes an electronic version of ACZM information handouts, in-depth lecture materials (notes 
and power points), lunch on the first course day, and refreshments on both days.  
 
 
This course has been approved for 5 Continuing Education credits sponsored by the ACZM.  
 
 
Who do I contact for additional information?  
For more information on registration or the course itself, please contact: 

Dr. Olivia Petritz (olivia.dvm@gmail.com) 

https://www.aczm.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=366916&item_id=1990464
mailto:olivia.dvm@gmail.com)


 
 

ACZM EXAM PREPARATION AND STUDY COURSE DRAFT SCHEDULE 
In conjunction with the ExoticsCon Conference 2023 

 
Sunday: August 20th  

Lecture times subject to change.  
 
 
8:00am – 9:30am:   Welcome and Introduction                        Olivia Petritz 

Credentialing for the ACZM exam 
Exam Structure, Job Task Analysis 
Brief review of study strategies  

 
9:30-10:00: Coffee and refreshment break   
          
10:00-11:00: Avian respiratory anatomy and disease      Hugues Beaufrère 

  

11:00-12:00: Clinical update in reptile and amphibian clinical pathology                                   J. Jill Heatley 
 
12:00-1:15:  Lunch    
 
1:15-2:15: Small Mammal Topic: TBA                                                    Sara Gardhouse 

         
2:15-3:15:  Reptile anatomy and physiology: an ACZM review              Michelle Borsdorf 
                                      
3:15-3:30:  Coffee and refreshment break 
            
3:30-4:30:  Updates on avian therapeutics: an ACZM review            Olivia Petritz 
                       
4:30-5:00:  Mock exam questions, study strategies, Q+A session                All 
                  Course wrap up, CE certificates  
 
 
Approved for 5 veterinary CE credits by ACZM  
Lunch and break refreshments included in course registration                                                                      
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